
[image: ]
	Muslim Marriage Contract (ʿAqd al-Nikāḥ)
In accordance with Islamic law (Sharīʿah)



	Important Notice: This template is provided for educational purposes by the Muslim Family Law Hub and is not a substitute for independent legal advice. It should be used in conjunction with (not as a replacement for) a civil marriage registration under South African law. Both parties are strongly encouraged to consult a qualified attorney before signing.



	“And among His signs is that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that you may dwell in tranquillity with them, and He has put love and mercy between your hearts. Verily in that are signs for those who reflect.”
— Qurʿān 30:21



	
	A: PARTICULARS OF THE MARRIAGE


	Date of nikāḥ:
	

	Place/Masjid Name:
	

	Address:
	



	
	B: BRIDEGROOM (Zawj)


	Full name & surname:
	

	ID/Passport no:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Residential
address:
	

	Contact no:
	
	Email:
	



Marital status:   □ Single   □ Married   □ Widower   □ Divorcee
Does you have an/y existing wife/wives?   □ YES   □ NO
	If YES, number of existing wives:
	
	Name(s):
	


      
      In your other marriage/s, you are married according to:   □ Islamic law only   □ South African civil law   □ Both

	
	C: BRIDE (Zawjah)


	Full name & surname:
	

	ID/Passport no:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Residential address:
	

	Contact no:
	
	Email:
	


Marital status:   □ Single   □ Widow   □ Divorcee

	
	D: REPRESENTATION


     Bride’s Guardian (Walī) / Representative (Wakīl)
	Name of walī/wakīl:
	
	Relationship to bride:
	

	Residential address:
	



      Bridegroom’s Representative (Wakīl)
	Name of wakīl:
	
	Relationship to groom:
	

	Residential address:
	



	
	E: WITNESSES (Shuhūd)


Witness 1
	Full name:
	

	ID/Passport no:
	

	Residential address:
	



Witness 2
	Full name:
	

	ID/Passport no:
	

	Residential address:
	



	
	H: MAHR (Dower)


The mahr is a mandatory gift from the husband to the wife as prescribed by Sharīʿah. The Sharī‘ah does not stipulate a maximum for mahr. The bridegroom hereby agrees to pay the bride the following as mahr:

 Muʿajjal (Prompt/Upfront Mahr)
	Amount paid upfront (ZAR):
	



□  Any portion of upfront mahr paid in property/assets (if yes, specify below)
	Description of assets:
	
	Current valuation (ZAR):
	



Muʾakhar (Deferred Mahr)
The bride may specify that the deferred mahr be paid to her on death, divorce or some future date.
	Deferred amount (ZAR):
	
	When payable:
	



□  Any portion of deferred mahr to be paid in property/assets (if yes, specify below)

	Description of assets:
	
	Agreed valuation (ZAR):
	




	
	I: ṬĀLĀQ TAFWĪD (Delegated Divorce)


The doctrine of delegating the power of divorce is based on an incident mentioned in the Qur’ān wherein the Prophet (PBUH) informed his wives that they could choose to live with him or be separated from him, as stated in Sūrat Al Ahzāb Verse 28-29. 

Does the husband delegate the right of ṭalāq to the wife?   □ YES   □ NO
If YES, select ONE:
□  UNCONDITIONAL, the wife may pronounce ṭalāq at any time for any reason. The right of ṭalāq tafwīd shall at all times be vested in and possessed by the wife and the husband shall not revoke this power.
□  CONDITIONAL, the wife may pronounce ṭalāq only under the following conditions:
	
Conditions:
	




Examples: failure to maintain; cruelty; abandonment for a specified period; contracting a second marriage without prior written consent.

	
	J: POLYGYNY (Additional Marriages)


The Qur’ān cautions against polygyny by stipulating in Surāt An-Nisā Verse 3, “…but if you fear that you will not do justice (between them), then (marry) only one or what your right hands possess; this is more proper, that you may not deviate from the right course.” Surāt An-Nisā Verse 129 also says “Ye will not be able to deal equally between (your) wives, however much ye wish (to do so)…”. Bearing these cautions in mind the parties agree to the following:
The bridegroom hereby agrees to remain monogamous for the duration of the marriage  
□ YES          □  NO
Future Marriages
Does the bride consent to the husband contracting additional marriages in future?
□  YES, with prior written consent required
□  NO, any additional marriage will allow the wife to initiate divorce proceedings.

	
	K: SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND AGREEMENTS



The parties may insert additional conditions not contrary to Sharīʿah. 
For example: The right of the wife to further her education or to travel for work, consulting on place of marital home etc.
	

	



	



	


	
	L: MAINTENANCE (Nafaqah)



The parties agree that it is the husband’s duty to maintain the wife according to his means, which may include, but not limited to accommodation, food, medical needs. The parties may agree differently, but should specify their agreed arrangements hereunder:
	



	



	









	
	M: DISPUTE RESOLUTION (Sulḥ)


Allāh says in Sūrat al-Baqarah, Verse 229: “A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties should either hold together on equitable terms, or separate with kindness.” Sūrat an-Nisā, Verse 128 also says: “If a woman fears indifference or neglect from her husband, there is no blame on them if they arrange an amicable settlement between themselves; and such settlement is best.” 
In the spirit of this Quranic directives, of parting in kindness and reaching an amicable settlement, the parties agree that before either party embarks on any divorce procedure — whether Islamic (ṭalāq, khulʿ, or faskh) or civil — they shall first undergo a bona fide mediation process, facilitated by a mutually agreed-upon mediator or recognised Islamic family law body, with the sincere objective of reconciliation and/or amicable resolution.
	Preferred mediator/body:
	
	
	




	
	N: CIVIL MARRIAGE REGISTRATION


Have the parties registered or do they intend to register a civil marriage?
□  YES, civil marriage registered on: _____________________________
□  YES, civil marriage to be registered within ________ days of nikāḥ
□  NO, parties acknowledge the legal implications of not registering a civil marriage

Matrimonial Property Regime (if civil marriage registered):
□  In community of property (default regime if no ante-nuptial contract (ANC) concluded)
□  Out of community of property WITHOUT accrual (ANC required)
□  Out of community of property WITH accrual (ANC required)

	
	O: ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND SIGNATURES


Non-Variation
No amendment, variation or waiver of any provision of this contract shall be valid or binding unless recorded in writing and signed by both parties.

We, the undersigned, acknowledge that we have entered into this marriage contract freely, with full understanding of its terms and conditions, and in accordance with Islamic law.

	BRIDEGROOM (Zawj)
Signature:
Date:
	BRIDE (Zawjah)
Signature:
Date:



	WITNESS 1
Signature:
Date:
	WITNESS 2
Signature:
Date:



OFFICIATING PERSON (Āqid)

Name: 

Masjid/Organisation:

Signature: 						   Date:
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